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EUROPE’S HEART BEATS IN KYIV. 

Bernhard-Henri Lévy on March 2 2014 on Maidan

With Russia’s large scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, the 
long pursued intentions of Putin’s imperial power politics were rende-
red visible to the whole world. Since then, the topic of decolonisation in 
Eastern, Central and Southeastern Europe has taken centre-stage in the 
political, cultural and social debates of many countries. 

In light of these developments, the hierarchical relationship between 
East and West in Europe has become subject of critical scrutiny once 
more. In international Eastern European studies, (post-) colonial structu-
res and dynamics have been investigated since the 1990s. This perspec-
tive, however, goes beyond Russian imperialism: Academic debates also 
focus on German history and the expansions to the East as well as on the 
fact that some societies went from being colonisers to be colonised. 

The first annual conference of the newly founded Project Group Cen-
tral, Eastern and Southeastern Europe at the Federal Agency for Civic 
Education in a cooperation with the Evangelische Akademie Tutzing, 
takes the topicality of the subject as an opportunity to examine culture, 
history, society, economy, politics and memory in Eastern Europe from a 
decolonial perspective. 

In the first part of the conference, academics will give short and spot-
lights on the current state of research and teaching in their fields, there-
by critically reflecting upon their own perspective. Building on this, the 
workshops in the second part of the conference will focus on the transfer 
of this knowledge to the context of political education. This will be 
achieved through the short inputs of researchers and experts in political, 
historical and cultural education who will present case studies from their 
professional background. 

Participants will discuss together how findings from science and experi-
ences from educational practice may be translated into their own work.

We welcome you to the Evangelische Akademie Tutzing! 

Alix Michell 
Evangelische Akademie Tutzing 

Kateryna Stetsevych
Federal Agency for Civic Education 
(Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung) 

A CONFERENCE HELD BY

IN COOPERATION WITH

 
Coordinators of the Conference: Alix Michell & Kateryna 
Stetsevych

Conference Organisation:  
Rita Niedermaier,  e-mail: niedermaier@ev-akademie-tutzing.de, 
will answer your questions with respect to the conference from 
Monday to Friday: 9 a.m. and 12 a.m. phone: +49 (0) 8158 251 128. 
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Location: Evangelische Akademie Tutzing / Schlossstraße 2+4 / 
82327 Tutzing
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3 p.m. 		  Coffee break

3.30 p.m.		  Parallel Workshops 

		  Workshop III: Climate & Economy
		  Kalina Dukovska

		  Workshop IV: Arts & Culture
		  Dorota Kołodziejczyk & Vasyl Cherepanyn

6 p.m. 		  Dinner	  

7.30 p.m.		  Crimea as an isle?
		  Talk with Rory Finnin & Alim Aliev
		  Host: Zaal Andronikashvili

		  Music by “Yuşan-Зілля”: 
		  Ukrainian-Crimtatarian music project: 
		  Djemil Karikov, Nial Khalilova, Natalia 
		  Rybka Parkhomenko, Alim Aliev	

9.30 p.m.		  Get-together in the salons 

WEDNESDAY, June 28, 2023

8 a.m.		  Breakfast

9 a.m.		  Workshop presentations
	
10.30 a.m.		 Coffee break

11 a.m.		  Joint closing session: wrap-up, feedback 
		  and perspectives
		  Host: Rory Finnin

12.30 a.m.		 Lunch
		  (End of the Conference)

PROGRAMME
MONDAY, June 26, 2023

4 p.m. 		  Arrival at the academy

6 p.m.  		  Dinner

7 p.m.		  Welcome and Introduction
		  Kateryna Stetsevych & Alix Michell

7.30 p.m.		  Decolonisation of Central, Eastern and Southeas
		  tern Europe. Interdisciplinary Perspectives in  
		  times of War. 
		  Opening discussion 
		  Marina Gržinić, Mirja Lecke & Mark Terkessidis
 		  Host: Anna Delius 
	
9 p.m. 		  Get-together in the salons with musical  
		  accompaniment by “Just Friends” (Jazz-Trio)

TUESDAY, June 27, 2023

7.45 a.m.		  Meditation on the lakeside terrace

8. a.m.		  Breakfast 

9 a.m.		  Spotlight I: Politics of Memory & Historiography
		  Andrii Portnov & Irena Vaišvilaitė
 
9.45 a.m.		  Spotlight II: Arts & Culture
		  Vesna Goldsworthy & Rory Finnin

10.30 a.m.		 Coffee break

11 a.m.		  Spotlight III: Politics & Society
		  Jan C. Behrends & Moritz Florin 

11.45 a.m.		 Spotlight IV: Climate & Economy
		  Anna Veronika Wendland & Adrian Ivakhiv

12 a.m.		  Lunch

1.30 p.m. 		 Parallel Workshops 

		  Workshop I:  
		  Politics of Memory & Historiography
		  Ana Milošević & Christoph Meißner

		  Workshop II: Politics & Society
		  Irene Hahn-Fuhr & Zoltán Ginelli

PARTICIPANTS
Alim Aliev, Deputy Director General of the Ukrainian Institute, Kyiv
Dr. Zaal Andronikashvili, Co-Head of World Literature Programme, Leibniz Center 
for Literary and Cultural Research, Berlin
Prof. Dr. Jan Claas Behrends, Professorship “Democracy and Dictatorship. Germa-
ny and Eastern Europe from 1914 to the Present,” European University Viadrina,  
Frankfurt O./ Research associate, Leibniz Center for Contemporary History Potsdam
Katarina Berg, Programme Manager for Southeastern Europe, Project group Cen-
tral, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Federal Agency for Civic Education, Berlin 
Dr. Vasyl Cherepanyn, Head of the Visual Culture Research Center / Kyiv Biennial, 
Kyiv
Anna Delius, Programme Manager for Poland and the Baltic States, Project group 
Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Federal Agency for Civic Education, 
Berlin 
Kalina Dukovska, researcher focusing on the economy-climate nexus in the Western 
Balkan region, Sorbonne University, Université Paris Cité & Berlin School of Econo-
mics and Law
Prof. Dr. Rory Finnin, Associate Professor of Ukrainian Studies, University of 
Cambridge 
PD Dr. Moritz Florin, Chair of Modern and Contemporary History with a focus on 
the history of Eastern Europe, Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-Nürnberg 
Zoltán Ginelli, Geographer and Global Historian, National University of Public 
Service, Budapest 
Prof. Dr. Vesna Goldsworthy, Professor in English Literature and Creative Writing, 
University of Exeter
Prof. Dr. Marina Gržinić, Philosopher, Theoretician and Artist, Professor, Academy 
of Fine Arts Vienna 
Irene Hahn-Fuhr, Member of the Executive Board, Center for Liberal Modernity, 
Berlin 
Prof. Dr. Adrian Ivakhiv, Professor of Environmental Thought and Culture, 
University of Vermont
Dr. Dorota Kołodziejczyk, Assistant Professor, School of British Literature and 
Comparative Studies, Institute of English Studies, Wrocław University
Prof. Dr. Mirja Lecke, Professor for Slavic Literatures and Cultures, University of 
Regensburg 
Christoph Meißner, Research Assistant, Heinrich Heine University, Düsseldorf
Alix Michell, Programme Manager for Arts, Culture, Digitalisation & Gender, 
Evangelische Akademie Tutzing 
Dr. Ana Milošević, Post-Doctoral Researcher, Leuven Institute of Criminology, 
KU Leuven
Prof. Dr. Andrii Portnov, Professorship “Entangled History of Ukraine,” European 
University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder)
Carolin Savchuk, Programme Manager for Russia and Belarus, Project Group Cen-
tral, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Federal Agency for Civic Education, Berlin
Kateryna Stetsevych, Head of Project Group Central, Eastern and Southeastern 
Europe, Federal Agency for Civic Education, Berlin
Dr. Mark Terkessidis, Autor und Migrationsforscher, Köln/ Berlin
Prof. Dr. Irena Vaišvilaitė, Diplomat (ret.), Associate Professor, Vilnius University
Dr. Anna Veronika Wendland, Research Coordinator, Herder Institute for Historical 
Research on East Central Europe, Marburg
Dr. Heike Winkel, Programme Manager for Education on Russian disinformation, 
Project Group Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Federal Agency for Civic 
Education, Berlin 


